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AUSTRALIAN ISLAMIC COLLEGE — KEWDALE 
Statement 

HON SAMANTHA ROWE (East Metropolitan) [9.52 pm]: On Friday, 3 October, I visited the Australian 
Islamic College in Kewdale and met the principal and executive principal, Sister Nasreen Ahmed and 
Mr Abdullah Khan. I went there to offer my support, given the recent issues and comments that have affected the 
Muslim community. I suppose I went initially because I was concerned about the students, particularly the 
female students. During our meeting, Sister Nasreen shared a story about how she had been personally targeted 
in the street. Sister Nasreen wears a head scarf that covers all her hair. She had been yelled at and told to go back 
home. Sister Nasreen has lived in Australia for the last 24 years and has raised both her children here. As she 
said to me, “Samantha, Australia is my home; where am I meant to go back to?” After our meeting, Mr Abdullah 
Khan sent me an email with some of his thoughts and comments around this issue and he asked whether I would 
share those comments with the house. His email reads — 

We call upon politicians and the media to refrain from using the raids to inflame hatred of certain 
segments of the community. The focus of attention should be on the alleged criminality of those 
involved and not on rhetoric which serves only to promote disharmony. Community organisations have 
reported a dramatic increase over the last few weeks in incidents of abuse and discrimination especially 
against Muslim Australians. “Fair-minded Australians should not allow bigots and media shock jocks to 
undermine the cohesion within society.” 

We wish to reassure all Australians that they have nothing to fear from their true Muslim neighbours 
who want peace and security for everyone regardless of religion. The safety of Australia is a shared 
aspiration of all citizens. 

We would like to remind people that the phrase “Islamic State” refers to an era when Muslims were at 
their peak in civilization during which everyone—Muslims, Christians and Jews—lived together 
harmoniously. The phrase therefore resonates with Muslims around the world. Sadly a group of 
criminals have misappropriated the terminology for their own political and violent goals. They have 
also usurped important Islamic symbols such as the creedal statement that “There is no god but God” 
and the Prophetic Seal “Muhammad is his Messenger.” 

There is nothing Islamic about their murderous, barbaric and inhumane actions. Since the ISIS group 
was established we have been very clear about denouncing their lies and betrayal of our faith. 

While Muslims have suffered disproportionate violence in the Middle East over the last few decades, 
non-Muslims sadly have now come under attack in Iraq and Syria. These criminals are committing 
crimes against humanity and sins against God. Forced eviction, threats of execution and burning of 
places of worship including Churches have no place in any faith. 

We have warned our students not to trust the internet and social media as some material may have 
dangerous influences on vulnerable minds. Instead Muslims and in particular our younger generation 
must get proper religious advice from knowledgeable, respected and qualified teachers in Islamic 
Schools and scholars. We believe that wrong behaviour usually stems from an incorrect understanding. 
It is therefore imperative in countering extremism that the correct principles of Islam are taught. Islamic 
Schools around Australia have been working tirelessly to educate their respective students and 
communities. 

We call on politicians and the media to refrain from using the term “Islamic” when referring to IS or 
ISIS or ISIL since it only serves to give credence to their illegitimate claims of religious authority. 
Similarly, terms such as Islamist, jihadi and jihadist must also be avoided. This will isolate the radical 
elements and their ideologies and will demonstrate their thoughts are in fact misinterpretation of Islamic 
teachings and texts taken out of context from Islamic sources. We, the Islamic Schools in Australia, are 
teaching our students the pure teachings of Islam which are based on peace, harmony, tolerance and 
justice. We firmly believe that this will keep our new generation away from any sort of extremist 
ideologies. 

The Australian Government needs to fund projects of social cohesion of Muslim youth in particular 
with mainstream Australian community. Further isolation of Muslim community will not help at all. As 
we recent see discussion about review of Australian Curriculum and proposed emphasis on Judo–
Christian values and heritage, I suggest that a focus on Abrahamic religions Judo–Christian–Muslim 
values and heritage to be included in the National Curriculum which is promote better religious 
harmony and give a strong feel that Muslims are an integral part and contributors of Australian society. 
Strategy of prevention is always better than cure. At this time, I do not see a strong focus on social 
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cohesion. The current situation if not rectified well, in time will only serve to isolate the Muslim 
community and promote disharmony in various segments of the Australian community. Let us all work 
together and become proud part of the solution and not part of the problem. 

That was from Abdullah Khan, the executive principal of the Australian Islamic College in Kewdale. There are 
a significant number of Muslims within the community of Belmont and within the Swan district, as of course 
there are in the state of Western Australia. I believe it is imperative that we all show our support at this time to 
the Muslim community and make sure that we stand side by side with our Muslim brothers and sisters. 
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